To: William B. King, Chair, Bruce A. Irving, Vice Chair, Charles M. Sullivan, Executive Director  

CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION

831 Massachusetts Avenue, 2nd Fl., Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 

Re: Petition to designate the St. James Church buildings and property a historical landmark.

As neighbors of the St. James properties located at the intersection of Beech Street and Massachusetts Avenue, at 1991 Massachusetts Ave, the undersigned request that the church, its buildings, gardens, and church yard be designated a historical landmark.

We believe the whole complex meets the criteria established by the Commission:

Criteria for Landmark Designation 

The St. James was already designated as a national Historic Place, and was studied by the Cambridge Historic Commission in projects in 1961 and 1969 , as well as studied for landmark status in 2004. 

Article III, 2.78.180 states the criteria for landmark designation.  The Historical Commission:  

Architectural significance

. . . may recommend for designation as a landmark any ... structure ... either (1) importantly associated with one persons or events, or with the broad architectural, aesthetic, cultural, political, economic or social history of the city ... or (2) historically or architecturally significant 

(in terms of period, style, method of construction, or association with a famous architect or builder) whether by itself or in the context of a group of structures. 

In reference to criterion (1), the building is a prime example of the broad architectural, aesthetic, economic and social history of the city. As mentioned in the St James archives http://www.stjames-cambridge.org/history:

“The building was constructed in 1888 by Cambridge builders and master Mason craftsmen. It is architecturally significant as an excellent example of the Richardsonian Romanesque style in Cambridge and the only Massachusetts work of the prominent church architect, Henry Martyn Congdon (1834-1922). Over the years, the sanctuary has come to house many beautiful stained glass windows and a historic bell re-cast by Paul Revere. “

Historical associations

In addition, the sister of local poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow), Mary Longfellow Greenleaf was a great patron of St. James's, her contributions enabling the construction. The dedication was covered in the local press on November 5, 1889. Other important historical figures were associated with the building, as reported in the Commission’s 2004 report.
In reference to criterion (2),the site was certified on June 30, 1983 in the National Registry of Historic Places ((http://www.archiplanet.org/wiki/St._James_Episcopal_Church%2C_Cambridge%2C_Massachusetts) and therefore has been fully referenced and studied. Both interior and exterior have been fully documented in the Cambridge Tribute, Nov 2, 1889 and catalogued in the Library of Congress.

Gardens and Green space

The building’s integrity needs to be upheld as a complex. As the Historical Commission is “empowered to regulate changes that affect the publicly visible features of designated landmark”, we respectfully submit that the gardens and views of the church, which are publicly visible, should be preserved and landmarked. The attached photos represent views that will be lost and garden. Currently, the Massachusetts Historical Commission holds a preservation restriction on the property. 

As the Commission’s report states: “The church owns and maintains one of the largest surviving open spaces on Massachusetts Avenue, a 14,000 square foot landscaped side yard adjacent to the church known as the “Knight’s Garden”. Previous plans for the garden have proposed opening the space to more public use with the addition of some paving and benches for public use; these have not been implemented. It is possible that future mission or parish growth could result in pressures to develop or make more intensive use of this site.” 

In essence, we understand that the St. James is currently protected by a preservation easement protecting the characteristics of the interior and exterior that contribute to its architectural, archaeological or historical integrity from inappropriate alterations; the easement is held by the Massachusetts Historical Commission. The integrity of the gardens and church property are now been threatened by a proposed merger of a portion of the church property and the adjoining lot, thus we feel it is imperative for the entire site, specifying the gardens and green space--be landmark by our city, and the full 14,000 square feet Knight’s Garden be preserved and enhanced with Preservation Fund support.

